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Commissioner for Patents 
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The Applicant, through its representatives and attorneys, hereby provides 
documents emanating from a Supplementary European Search Report (SESR) of June 
6, 2004. Receipt is acknowledged of the Notice of Allowance of May 6, 2004. This 
submission is timely in that it is made prior to payment of the issue fee. The Applicant 
hereby petitions for consideration of these references. The required fee of $180 
accompanies this submission. 

This will certify that each item of information was contained in correspondence 
from a foreign patent office in connection with a corresponding foreign application not 
more than three months prior to this submission It should be noted that EP 0 602 582 
(cited in Category X) is said to have patent family members as JP3-459662 and US 
5,975,670, each of which is already of record. EP 1 157 844 (Sony Corporation) is 
published on November 28, 2001 and has a corresponding US patent No. 6,663,963, 
according to the Annex to the report. That '844 document is thus not available as a 
reference because it is published after the actual filing date of this application. The US 
patent is assigned to the assignee of this application and is thus not available for 
section 103 use in any event. 



Dear Sir: 



* SON-1994/KOI 



Application No. 09/936,943 



The remaining documents are stated to be in Category A, (technological 
background). 

It is requested that this petition be granted, the documents fully considered, 
and that the application continue to proceed to issue based on a forthcoming 
payment of the issue fee. 
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•EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not 
considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. "CITE NO.: Those patent(s) or publication(s) which are marked with an double 
asterisk (**) next to the Cite No. are not supplied because they were previously cited by or submitted to the Office in a prior application relied upon in this 
application for an earlier filing date under 35 U.S.C. 120. 1 Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). 2 See Kinds Codes of USPTO Patent 
Documents at www.uspio.Qov or MPEP 901 .04. 3 Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO Standard ST.3). 4 For Japanese patent 
documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document. 5 Kind of document by the appropriate 
symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST. 16 if possible. 6 Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language Translation is 
attached. 
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